MINUTES SILVER CREEK TOWNSHIP

REGULAR BOARD MEETING HELD ON JULY 8, 2015
The regular meeting was called to order by Supervisor Bill Saunders at 7:42 p.m. on Wednesday, July 8, 2015.  

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Supervisor Bill Saunders, Treasurer Maureen Kuriata, Clerk Barbara Runyon, Trustee Joel Moore and Trustee Mike Glynn.
OTHERS PRESENT:  Attorney John Magyar.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Trustee Glynn moved, seconded by Trustee Moore, to approve the July 8, 2015 Silver Creek Township Agenda.  Motion carried by voice vote.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Supervisor Saunders moved, seconded by Trustee Moore, to approve the June 10, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes and June 20, 2015 Special Meeting Minutes.  Motion carried by voice vote.

APPROVAL OF BILLS AND CLAIMS

Treasurer Kuriata reported the bills and claims for July 8, 2015.  Clerk Runyon moved, seconded by Treasurer Kuriata, to approve the following bills and claims in the total amount of $119,652.21 as follows:
FROM THE GENERAL FUND                    
                         
$27,739.22

FROM THE INDIAN LAKE SEWER FUND


$  8,399.29


FROM THE PUBLIC SAFETY FUND                                            $ 21,404.11  

FROM THE PARKS & RECREATION



$     435.00

FROM THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT FUND


$   6,831.39

FROM THE INDIAN LAKE WEED CONTROL FUND

$ 52,387.51

FROM THE MAGICIAN LAKE WEED CONTROL FUND
$    2,455.69 

GRAND TOTAL OF DISBURSEMENTS:  



$119,652.21
The Supervisor directed the Clerk to take roll, and the motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.
READING OF COMMUNICATION

Clerk Runyon read an e-mail she received from Marla Blackman regarding the lack of communication prior to herbicide treatment of Magician Lake.

POLICE REPORT

24 complaints; 4 warnings; 4 tickets; 2 accidents policed; 2 assist other police agencies; 1 assist fire and ambulance.
HEALTH & SERVICE REPORTS
Indian Lake Fire Department:  1 call in June. Chief Huggins reported his fireman had 60 hours of training in June and will continue training for the next three months.
Sister Lakes Fire Department:   No report.
Pride Care Ambulance Report:  June – 6 calls with an average response time of 6 minutes. 
TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY'S REPORT
Attorney Magyar reported one case in litigation.  He has filed a Motion to Amend his Complaint to add another party which the Court granted.
BUILDING/ZONING INSPECTOR'S REPORT
Building/Zoning Inspector Todd Herter reported 14 building permits with a projected cost of $505,662.00; 4 zoning permits at $270.00, and three front-yard setback measurements.

 BLIGHT ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT

Patrolman Kenneth Wray reported 6 blight complaints; 6 blight checks; 5 blight complaints notified; 10 blight in non-compliance status; 3 blight in partial compliance; 3 blight complaints now in compliance.  He did 6 liquor inspections.
APPEALS BOARD REPORT

Nothing to report.
PLANNING/ZONING COMMISSION REPORT
Walter Lehmann provided the planning commission report indicating the commission met on June 20th to attend the Special Meeting held by the township board on the zoning and boating ordinance amendments.  The next planning commission meeting will be July 22nd to discuss the Capital Improvement Plan.   
STANDING INSPECTORS REPORT

Electrical Inspector:  7 permits
Plumbing Inspector:  3 permits
Mechanical Inspector:  6 permits
TREASURER'S REPORT
Treasurer Kuriata reported fund balances as follows:

 General Fund




$303,970.86
 Indian Lake Sewer Maintenance Fund
$179,388.04
CLERK’S REPORT

Clerk Runyon provided the board with the first quarter profit and loss statement for the General Fund, Indian Lake Sewer, Public Safety, Parks and Recreation and Building Department Fund.
She noted everything was on target for a balanced budget and asked if there were any questions.

She also reported that she had received the $3,500 in grant money from PAR Plan for the fence at Russom Park.  There were no questions.

OPERATIONAL REPORTS

Indian Lake Sewer:  Treasurer Kuriata reported that SLAUA had been notified by the City of Dowagiac that sewer plant needed to be rehabbed at a projected cost of two million dollars. Treasurer Kuriata furnished the board with copies of the proposed share for Indian Lake Sewer.   She reported the tentative amount Indian Lake Sewer would be responsible for would be $92,091.  She noted that the Indian Lake Sewer Fund has enough money in reserve to pay for it up front rather than pay interest on a loan.  She also noted that several entities will be involved in this project, including SLAUA.
MOTION TO EXPEND MONIES FOR INDIAN LAKE SEWER

Treasurer Kuriata moved, seconded by Supervisor Saunders, to expend up to $95,000.00 out of the Indian Lake Sewer monies for their share of the renovation of the Dowagiac Sewage Disposal Plant.

Questions and discussion was held.  Assessor Bill Kays explained that in the original bond Indian Lake Sewer agreed to assist in maintenance.  He also noted that Indian Lake Sewer owns a portion of the sewer capacity at the plant.  Treasurer Kuriata stated that it is not an expense but a capital improvement.  
The Supervisor directed the Clerk to take roll and the motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.     
Parks and Recreation Committee:  Trustee Moore reported that the next township park board meeting is scheduled for July 30th at 7:00 p.m. and the Russom Park Meeting will be held on July 20th at 6:00 p.m.  
Public Safety Committee:  Trustee Moore reported the next meeting will be held on July 23rd at 7:00 p.m. at the Township Hall.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None.

NEW BUSINESS
Treasurer Kuriata moved, seconded by Clerk Runyon, to approve Resolution R15-14 as follows:
RESOLUTION R15-14

SILVER CREEK TOWNSHIP, CASS COUNTY

MAGICIAN LAKE WEED CONTROL SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT

Whereas, the Magician Lake Improvement Association requested a five-year renewal of the Magician Lake Weed Control Special Assessment District effective 2015, and accordingly, the township board determined to proceed under the provisions of PA 188 of 1954, as amended, to secure plans and estimates of cost together with a proposed special assessment district for assessing the cost of the proposed weed control assessment and to schedule a public hearing upon the same for this date, and

WHEREAS, the plans, estimates of cost and proposed special assessment district were filed with the township clerk for public examination and notice of the within hearing upon the same was published and mailed in accordance with the law and statute provided as shown by affidavits pertaining thereto on file with the township clerk, and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the aforesaid notices, a hearing was scheduled this 8th day of July, 2015 commencing at 6:30 o’clock p.m. and all persons given the opportunity to be heard in the matter, and

WHEREAS, as a result of the foregoing, the township board believes the project to be in the best interest of the township and of the district proposed to be established, therefore;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, as follows:

1. That this township board does hereby approve the plans from the Magician Lake Improvement Association for aquatic invasive species treatment on Magician Lake at a cost of $40.00 per parcel.

2. That the township board does hereby create, determine and define as a special district to be known as Magician Lake Weed Control Special Assessment District within which the costs of such improvements shall be assessed according to benefits, the following described area within said township:

Riparian owners and others who may have riparian rights on Magician Lake.

3. That on the basis of the foregoing, this township board does hereby direct the supervisor and assessing officer to make a special assessment roll in which shall be entered and described all the parcels of land to be assessed with the names of the respective owners thereof, if known, and a total amount to be assessed against each parcel of land which amount shall be the relative portion of the whole sum to be levied against the parcels of land in the special assessment district as the benefit to the parcel of land bears to the total benefit to all the parcels of land in the special assessment district.  When the same has been completed, the supervisor or assessing officer shall affix thereto his certificate stating that it was made pursuant to this resolution and that in making such assessment roll, he, according to his best judgment, confirmed in all respects to the direction contained in this resolution and the applicable state statutes.

4.  That all resolutions and parts of resolution insofar as they conflict with the provisions of the within   resolution be and the same are hereby rescinded. 

Trustee Glynn indicated he had sent questions to Attorney Magyar prior to the meeting with some of his concerns. He questioned $40 per parcel with up to a 10% increase on any given year and whether this resolution should reflect the increase.  Discussion was held.  Attorney Magyar noted that it is not anticipated there will be an increase due to the excess funds, but if there is, it would be noticed to the effect parties.  

Trustee Glynn questioned the excess funds under Act 188 stating that the excess funds have to be used or divided and paid out if the assessment is not continued.  Attorney Magyar doesn’t see a problem, as long as it’s been used for the project it’s being collected for.  Discussion held.
Clerk Runyon questioned the word “renewal” and asked if it should be taken out of the resolution.

Attorney Magyar did not see it as a problem as long as it’s called “aquatic weed control” rather than one specific weed.  It’s a new assessment but a continuation of the aquatic weed control.   
Trustee Glynn questioned why the township board would want to do this on their own without a petition.  Supervisor Saunders responded that the petitions had been set aside five years ago and the board acted on their own.  He also noted that everyone affected had received a notice of the public hearing with only a few showing up to object.  Further discussion was held.

Trustee Glynn then questioned conflict of interest as to whether board members living on Magician Lake should vote.  Attorney Magyar indicated he had researched the issue and that board members have a duty to vote and should only abstain from voting if there is contract interest or financial gain.  Further discussion was held.
The Supervisor directed the clerk to take roll.  The resolution passed by unanimous roll call vote.

RESOLUTION R15-15

SILVER CREEK TOWNSHIP, CASS COUNTY

SCHEDULING HEARING ON ASSESSMENT ROLL FOR 

MAGICIAN LAKE WEED CONTROL SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT

Trustee Moore moved, seconded by Clerk Runyon, to approve Resolution R15-15 as follows:
WHEREAS, the supervisor and assessing officer of the township has, in accordance with resolution of the township board and the laws and statutes pertinent thereto, prepared a special assessment roll in the total amount of $17,260.00 covering all the parcels of land in the Magician Lake Weed Control Special Assessment District, according to the relation of the benefit to each parcel of land to the total benefit to all parcels of land in such special assessment district and has affixed thereto his certificate required by said resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED as follows:

1. That said special assessment roll shall be filed with the township clerk and shall be available for public examination during regular working hours of regular working days from the present date until the public hearing upon the same and shall further be examined at such public hearing.

2. That the township board shall meet at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 9, 2015, at the township hall located at 32764 Dixon Street, Dowagiac, Michigan, to review such special assessment roll and hear any objections thereto.

3. That the township clerk shall cause notice of such hearing and filing of such assessment roll to be published twice in the Dowagiac Daily News, a newspaper of general circulation in the township prior to the date of the hearing with the first publication being not less than 10 days prior to the hearing and shall further cause notice of such hearing to be mailed by first-class mail to all owners of or persons interested in the property within the Magician Lake Weed Control Special Assessment District as shown on the current assessment roll of the township also at least ten (10) days prior to said hearing, all in accordance with law and statute provided.

4. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions of the within resolution are hereby rescinded.

Treasurer Kuriata questioned whether the meeting should be at 6:30 rather than 7:00 p.m.  Trustee Moore amended his motion to 6:30 p.m. rather than 7:00 p.m.
Supervisor Saunders directed the Clerk to take roll on the approval of R15-15 as amended and the Resolution carried by unanimous roll call vote.
TOWNSHIP OF SILVER CREEK

COUNTY OF CASS

STATE OF MICHIGAN

RESOLUTION NO. R15-16

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE METRO ACT PERMIT

FOR MIDWEST ENERGY COOPERATIVE

Clerk Runyon moved, seconded Treasurer Kuriata, to approve Resolution R15-16 as follows:

Whereas, on January 15, 2003 and effective November 1, 2002 Silver Creek Township resolved to comply with the METRO Act;


Whereas, Midwest Energy Cooperative organized under the laws of the State of Michigan whose address is 901 E. State Street, Cassopolis, Michigan has requested that Silver Creek Township approve, under the METRO Act, their Right-of-Way Telecommunication Permit;


Whereas, the Right-of-Way Permit grants Midwest Energy Cooperative access to and ongoing use of the Public Right-of-Way to construct, install and maintain Telecommunication Facilities in the portions of the Public Right-of-way identified in Exhibit A and as set forth in the terms of said Permit;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Silver Creek Township Board approve the Right-of-Way Telecommunication Permit submitted by Midwest Energy Cooperative, and authorizes Supervisor Bill Saunders to sign said permit.

Discussion held.  Supervisor Saunders directed the clerk to take roll and the Resolution carried by unanimous roll call vote.
MOTION TO APPROVE CONSTRUCTION CODE LIBRARY

Trustee Glynn moved, seconded by Supervisor Saunders, that the Silver Creek Township code enforcement officers to use the State Library of Michigan to access the Essential Standards and Codes to comply with new state regulations.  Discussion held.  Motion carried by voice vote.
MOTION TO APPROVE AGREEMENT WITH INDIAN LAKE 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

Supervisor Saunders moved, seconded by Clerk Runyon, to approve an Agreement for the Indian Lake Special Assessment District for Aquatic Weed Control and authorize Supervisor Saunders to sign.  Trustee Glynn requested additional time to read the Agreement.
Trustee Glynn moved, seconded by Clerk Runyon, to postpone until the next meeting.  Motion carried by voice vote.

MOTION TO APPROVE AGREEMENT WITH 

DEWEY LAKE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT

Treasurer Kuriata moved, seconded by Supervisor Saunders, to approve an Agreement for Dewey Lake Special Assessment District for Aquatic Weed Control and to authorize Supervisor Saunders to sign.

Trustee Glynn moved, seconded by Clerk Runyon, to postpone until the next board meeting.  Motion carried by voice vote.
MOTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 15-01

SILVER CREEK TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS

Clerk Runyon moved, seconded by Treasurer Kuriata, to adopt Ordinance 15-01 as follows:
ORDINANCE 15-01

 AMENDMENT TO

SILVER CREEK TOWNSHIP

CASS COUNTY, MICHIGAN

ZONING ORDINANCE

Ordinance #04-07

The Township of Silver Creek Ordains to Amend Ordinance 04-07, Silver Creek Township Zoning Ordinance, (with attached changes) as follows:

Chapter 1 – Title, Purpose, Scope and Legal Basis
Section  1.02 Purpose – changed wording

Chapter 2 Definitions


2.02 
Average Grade-Defined Grade – changed definition


2.03
Beached or Beaching – added definition


2.03
Boat Lift, Boat Cradle, Boat Storage Device – added definition


2.04
Building Height – changed definition


2.04
Building Line – changed definition


2.05
Dock or Pier – added definition


2.05
Docked or Docking – added definition


2.08
Ground Level – added definition


2.08
Guest – added definition


2.09
Home Based Business – changed definition


2.09
Home Occupation – changed definition


2.10
Ice Control – added definition


2.13
Lot Area – changed definition


2.13
Lot Lines – Front Lot Line – change definition


2.14
Marina – added definition


2.14
Moorage – added definition


2.14
Mooring – added definition


2.17
Permanent Pier (Dock) – added definition


2.17
Person – added definition


2.17
Personal Watercraft – added definition


2.17
Public Nuisance – deleted


2.19
Separate Frontage – added definition


2.19
Shore Station – added definition


2.19
Storage Tank – added definition


2.19
Street/Road – changed definition


2.21
Vegetative Strip – changed definition


2.22
Watercraft – added definition


2.23
Yards – changed definition

Chapter 3 – General Provisions


3.02
Required Lots, Yards and Frontages – changed D.


3.03
Principal Uses or Main Building on Lot – changed A & B


3.04
Double Frontage Lots – added C


3.09
Temporary Dwelling, Uses or Structures – changed C


3.11
Accessory Buildings or Structures  B. changed language

3.12
Fences – Changed C (3) – added language 

3.25
Light – changed language in lighting (A)

Chapter 6 – WD Waterfront District

6.01
Description and Purpose – language changed

6.02
Permitted Uses – changed language in F


6.02
Permitted Uses – changed language in G


6.03
Special Land Uses – added F


6.04
District Regulations – changed A and B


6.04
District Regulations – added D and E and 2


6.07
Added 6.07 Watercraft and Docking A-J

Chapter 14 – Special Land Uses

14.08
Added FF. 

14.08
Added GG

14.08
Specific Standards – added GG

Discussion was held.  Trustee Glynn noted that the planning commission put a lot of work into this, a lot of money was spent, and a lot of improvements were made, but feels there are areas still lacking.  He commented that the weed harvester is allowed on the lake, but questions what they will do with the weeds since it is a waterfront district with no provisions for equipment that is not residential to be parked around a waterfront district; the land use is residential.  He believes that until there’s some type of public property provided for this type of activity, this issue will continue. 
The Supervisor requested the Clerk to take roll and Ordinance 15-01 was adopted by unanimous roll call vote.
MOTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 15-02

AMENDING BOAT REGULATION ORDINANCE

Trustee Glynn moved, seconded by Supervisor Saunders, to adopt Ordinance 15-02 as follows:
ORDINANCE 15-02


AMENDMENT TO

SILVER CREEK TOWNSHIP

CASS COUNTY, MICHIGAN

BOAT REGULATION

ORDINANCE 97-1

The Township of Silver Creek Ordains to Ordinance 97-01, Silver Creek Township Boat Regulation Ordinance as follows:

Changed Language in paragraph one:

ARTICLE I.  Intent, Purpose and Short Title:

Section 1.1  Intent and Purpose: In its deliberations leading to the adoption of this Ordinance, the Township Board has recognized and concluded that the use of water resources, including the inland lakes situated in the Township, should be considered within a framework of long-term costs and benefits to the Township residents, and that it is desirable to retain and maintain the physical, cultural and aesthetic characteristics of lakes in the Township.  Moreover, it has been recognized that, as the shorelines of lakes become further developed, the cumulative impact of boat usage from each respective property must be regulated in order to preserve and protect the rights of riparian owners as well as the Township as a whole.  It has further been recognized that the lack of regulation may result in impairment of these important irreplaceable natural resources of the Township, and may further result in the destruction of property values and threaten the public health, safety and welfare of all persons making use of the  lakes  within  the  Township.  Accordingly, it is the intent and purpose of the Township Board to adopt reasonable regulations for boat usage in the Township.
Section 1.2  Short Title:  This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited and referred  to  as  the  Silver  Creek  Township  Boat  Regulation  Ordinance,  and  shall hereinafter be referred to as “this Ordinance”.
ARTICLE III:  Definitions:

Deleted Definitions:  

(a) Boat; (d) Seasonal Pier; (h) That in no event shall such parcel of land abut a man-made canal or channel, and no canal or channel shall be excavated for the purpose of increasing the water frontage required by this regulation; (i) Storage Tank; (j) Aerator or bubbler or circulation pump (l) Rigid Roof; 

Added Definitions: 

(a) “Beached” or “Beaching” means placing or securing a watercraft on or adjacent to 
       the shore of a separate frontage on a lake.

(c) “Dock or Pier” means a structure, platform or fixture extending from the shore or bottomlands into a lake.

(e) “Ice Control” means an aerator, bubbler, circulation pump or any other device, activity, or equipment used within a lake that affects the water’s surface so as to prevent the normal formation of surface ice. 

(f) “Mooring” means a space for a single watercraft at or adjacent to a dock, in an offshore boat cradle or shore station, anchoring or beaching location.

 (k)  Personal watercraft is a vessel that meets all of the following requirements:

1. Uses a motor-driven propeller or an internal combustion engine powering a water jet pump as its primary source of propulsion;

2. Is designed without an open load carrying area that would retain water; and

3. Is designed to be operated by one or more persons positioned on, rather than within, the confines of the hull
(m)
Watercraft means every kind of boat, vessel, tug, tender, however propelled, and any boat, pontoon boat, hydrofoil, hovercraft, jet ski, personal watercraft, jet boat, or similar vessel having a propulsion system of more than six (6) horsepower, marine construction or maintenance equipment, barge, research vessel, weed harvester or dredge, or sailboat over twelve (12) feet in length, but does not include canoes, kayaks, paddle boats, rowboats (without an engine) or other human-powered craft or sailboards.

Amended Definitions:

(b) “Boat Lift”, “Boat Cradle”, “Shore Station" or “Boat Storage Device” means a device for the purpose of mooring, anchoring, or holding a watercraft  in, on, or above the water.

(d) “Docked” or “docking” means the anchoring, tethering, or mooring of a watercraft directly to a pier, structure, platform, pole, anchor, pier or dock adjacent to a separate frontage; and also means the placement of a watercraft in an off-shore boat cradle or shore station, or the regular or overnight beaching of a watercraft or anchoring or tethering to the bottomlands of a lake adjacent to a separate frontage.

(g) “Ordinary high water mark” or “Shoreline” means the line between upland and bottomland which persists through successive changes in water levels, below which the presence and action of the water is so common or recurrent that the character of the land is marked distinctly from the upland and is apparent in the soil itself, the configuration of the surface of the soil and the vegetation. Where the water levels vary for purposes of water level management, the ordinary high water mark shall be the higher of the levels generally present.

(l) “Separate frontage” means that portion of a lot or parcel of land lawfully existing on documentation recorded with the Cass County Register of Deeds, which abuts or intersects with the ordinary high water mark of a lake, whether such lot or parcel is owned by one or more persons, is commonly owned by several persons or combinations of persons, or occupied by a multiple-unit residential development.  In no event shall such parcel of land abut a man-made canal or channel, and no canal or channel shall be excavated for the purpose of increasing the water frontage required by this regulation.
ARTICLE IV.  Regulations:

Eliminated:  

Section 4.1, Section 4.2, Section 4.3, Section 4.4, Section 4.6, Section 4.7, Section 4.8 and Section 4.9.

Replaced with:

ARTICLE IV. Regulations:

Section 4.1  RAFTS TRAMPOLINES, SWIM PLATFORMS AND SKI JUMPS.  The owners of a raft, trampoline, swimming platform or ski jump or other such item shall place a sign or placard on such item that conspicuously identifies the current lake property address of the owner(s).  

Section 4.2 
LOCATION RESTRICTIONS.  Docks, piers, boat storage devices, floating rafts, trampolines, floats, ski jumps, or platforms shall not be located in a body of water so as to impede navigation or present a safety hazard to watercraft.  
Section 4.3  PARKS, EASEMENTS, AND COMMON AREAS Public & Private roads ending in any of the lakes of this Township may  be  used  for  ingress  and  egress  of  the  lakes,  as  defined  by  Michigan  Law.  No dock or mooring for watercraft shall be located at or on any right-of-way, park, road, common area, alley, dedicated walkway, or easement (or bottomlands thereof) which abuts or terminates at a lake.

Section 4.3 Exception.  If lots or parcels front on a road right-of-way, easement, or similar way which runs along and parallel to the shoreline of the lake and such abutting lots or parcels are deemed to be riparian pursuant to Michigan law, then each individual lot or parcel so deemed to be a riparian property under Michigan law shall be considered a “separate frontage” for purposes of this Ordinance as to each such parcel or lot’s portion of the right-of-way, easement, or other way involved.

Section 4.4
DOCK REPAIR.  All docks, shore stations, boat cradles and rafts shall be kept in good repair.  Good repair means free from defects which might cause a hazard to persons or watercraft and free from defects which may result in interference with navigation of watercraft in lakes.

Section 4.5
MOORAGE. A watercraft may be moored or anchored overnight in a lake if it is moored or anchored adjacent to a frontage, dock, boat cradle, shore station or on a bottomland in compliance with this Ordinance.  Moorage of marine construction equipment, tenders, barges, research vessels, or similar watercraft used in bona-fide marine construction, dredging, lake maintenance, scientific, or environmental purposes shall be allowed for the extent of the project. 
Section 4.6
ICE CONTROL The installation and use of ice control aerators, bubblers or any other device that prevents the natural formation of ice to occur on the surface of any lake is prohibited except: when an "aeration" or "bubbler" or "circulation pump" permit has been issued and all conditions being met.  It is the property owner's sole responsibility to maintain and ensure that the operation of the device does not harm the public or limit or create an unsafe use of the lake/ice arena.

The Supervisor directed the Clerk to take roll and Ordinance 15-02 was adopted by unanimous roll call vote.
MOTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 15-03 RE. FRONT YARD AVERAGING

Supervisor Saunders moved, seconded by Trustee Glynn, to adopt Ordinance 15-03 as follows:
ORDINANCE 15-03


 AMENDMENT TO

SILVER CREEK TOWNSHIP

CASS COUNTY, MICHIGAN

ZONING ORDINANCE

Ordinance #04-07

The Township of Silver Creek Ordains to Amend Ordinance 04-07 and as amended in November 2007, Silver Creek Township Zoning Ordinance, as follows:

Change Section 6.04C to read:

FRONT YARD AVERAGING – Where a front yard of greater or lesser depth occurs at dwellings in existence on the date of enactment of this Ordinance, as amended, on the same side of the street or road, or in the same block or within 150 feet of the side lot lines of the proposed dwelling, the depth shall be not less, and need be no greater than the average depth of the front yards of existing dwellings.  The front yard shall be measured from the edge of the road right of way of easement closes to the dwelling if a road separates dwellings from the lake.

The Supervisor directed the Clerk to take roll, and Ordinance 15-03 was adopted by unanimous roll call vote.
OTHER BUSINESS

None.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Jerry Donley questioned Trustee Glynn’s comments about the weed harvester offloading weeds in a residential district. Trustee Glynn indicated that that was his reading of it.  Attorney Magyar recommended that Mr. Donley discuss this matter with the zoning administrator.  He also commented that the weed harvester is a permitted use and he would not encourage the board to entertain a violation of the ordinance; that if a party has a problem and feels it’s a nuisance to their property, they should enforce it.  Jerry Donley questioned the administrative stay in the current lawsuit and doesn’t believe that administrative remedies have been exhausted.  Attorney Magyar noted that those sections that were subject of the hearing are no longer in existence.   Further discussion followed.
Bruce Nevins questioned where the township speed sign is.  Supervisor Saunders responded that it is being charged and that it has been in use by both Keeler Township and Silver Creek Township.

Jerry Falasz asked that both old and new ordinances be placed on-line, with changes noted.  Clerk Runyon told him she will furnish him a copy of the amendments and the changes.  The ordinance amendments will be placed on-line as soon as they take effect.  He also questioned what percentage are nonresidents on Magician Lake.  Assessor Kays stated that it was difficult to tell but guessed it around 60-65%. Jerry then thanked the township for paving Karl Street, but said it was a speed hazard.  Questioned if there could be some speed control, and Supervisor Saunders advised it was is a state law.  Further discussion followed
Planning Commission Chairman Bill Zuhl questioned if the Planning Commission will receive a copy of the new ordinances and when the new Ordinances take effect.  It was noted that it takes effect so many days after publication.  Clerk Runyon will provide new ordinances books.  Chairman Zuhl questioned whether they should have a July planning commission meeting.  Discussion followed.  It was decided to have the July 22nd planning commission meeting to discuss capital improvements.
Jerry Falasz questioned if there could be time usage of wake board activities.  Supervisor Saunders noted that it’s done through the DNR.  Discussion followed.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. by call of the Supervisor.

Barbara Runyon

Silver Creek Township Clerk

Dated:  July 14, 2015

To be approved at the August 12, 2015 Regular Meeting
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